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Message from the Chair

What a year!

Considering that the first geese actually followed an ultralight on that
ground breaking day in 1988 and now to have two Whooping crane chicks
actually hatch in the wild, I am truly humbled to be a part of this amazing
organization. The work being done with the Whooping cranes has been
described as, “the wildlife equivalent of landing a man on the moon”
(USF&WS). All of us who are touched by OM know this to be true.

Talk about the right stuffl

To Joe and Bill and all of the dedicated staff and volunteers, the Board
of Directors applaud you. And, on behalf of these magnificent birds, we thank you!

To all our loyal supporters, what can we say? Your enduring commitment has been the key ingre-
dient to getting OM literally and figuratively ‘off the ground’. It is because of you that this organization
is recognized as a world leader in species preservation. Your generous continuing support has made the
impossible ~ possible.

The years of trial and error research and sheer hard work that culminated in this year’s hatching
in the wild cannot be described in a brief message. But it can be appreciated and acknowledged.

The future? I believe it to be bright and full of new challenges and success stories. This belief does
not come from a crystal ball ~ rather it comes from my first-hand knowledge of what marvelous things
can happen when you combine focus and caring with a pool of talented, dedicated people and sup-
porters working on a ‘big idea’

Long may we continue!
VIIVE TAMM, 2005-2006 Board Chair
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“When one tugs at a single

thing in nature, he finds
it attached to the rest

of the world.”

—JOHN MUIR

20 INformation / Fall 2006

2005-2006 ANNUAL REPORT

Message from the C.E.O.

On behalf of the OM Team, I would like to take a moment to express
our gratitude for your continued commitment to Operation Migration.
Looking back over the achievements of our small organization during
2005/2006, I am amazed.

Despite facing a financial crisis that threatened the completion of the
2005 migration, thanks to your outstanding support, we successfully led a
record sized cohort of 19 young Whooping cranes safely to Florida. We
launched our new magazine, INformation. We updated our line of branded

merchandise and re-vamped the membership structure, bringing about a

505% increase. We amplified our ‘Field Journal’ postings, and broadened the content to include news
on all three flocks of wild Whooping cranes and the work and activities of other project partners. These
improvements pushed our website hits to record highs.

We partnered with Walt Disney World’s Animal Kingdom Park in the celebration of International
Migratory Bird Day, exposing Operation Migration to the single largest live audience in its history.
Additionally, the innovative science of Operation Migration was recognized when the Smithsonian’s
National Air and Space Museum requested one of our historic ultralight aircraft for permanent exhib-
it. With this display, the contribution Operation Migration has made and continues to make to wildlife
conservation will be on view to the museum’s more than one million yearly visitors.

As I look ahead to 2006/2007, I am excited about the direction in which Operation Migration is
heading; a direction that will position the organization as both a positive force and a champion of
wildlife conservation. The Board, along with staff, have set an aggressive agenda, and it will take our
entire membership and legion of supporters working together to achieve our goals and continue the
momentum built over the last few years.

We will continue to communicate with you through our website and magazine. We also want to
better communicate with the general public, letting them know about Operation Migration’s conser-
vation efforts, and that we need their support also. To do this, new public service announcements have
been developed for circulation to print and television outlets.

Operation Migration’s Board, headed by Chair Viive Tamm, remains extremely dedicated and
optimistic, and the OM team continues to work at maximum efficiency. Operation Migration pledges
to continue to improve and increase its efforts in all areas, and we welcome your participation through
the ‘Grassroots Team’ program now under development.

In 2006/2007, we hope for greater involvement in the education of our children about the impor-
tance of wildlife preservation, and the building of a stronger and more diverse funding and donor base.
Member involvement is vital to success in all these areas of growth, and we hope, that after reviewing
our achievements, you will continue to encourage and support our work.

By working together to achieve our goals, we can continue our path of safeguarding threatened
and endangered wildlife...one species at a time.

JOE DUFF, C.E.O.
On behalf of the OM Team

www.operationmigration.org
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Message from the o-Founders

We cannot help but regard with wonder the events that have transpired over the 12 years since we
founded Operation Migration.

There are three basic guiding principles which have defined what Operation Migration has
become today.

FOCUS: Adherence to our mission of conservation and preservation of threatened and endan-
gered species. Our tried and true techniques and protocols are the vital aspects at the core of OM’s past,
present and future successes. Where change is demanded, OM has proven adaptable to ensure that the
work of the project is accomplished. We have learned to focus on what we do best, while partnering
with others to provide additional services that are ancillary to our work.

TALENT: A mission and a vision do not define an organization’s success — its people do. OM long
ago realized that one of its most important assets was the vast knowledge base locked up in its people.
Over the years, Operation Migration’s team members have learned what works and why. Failing to tap
this vast warehouse of experience would have meant a lost opportunity to grow, and we have worked
diligently to ensure that independent thought and input from team members are used to obtain the
best results.

DRIVE: No organization can afford to rest on its laurels. Every day offers a chance to exploit
opportunities and to remedy weaknesses. Operation Migration’s work has resulted in the achievement
of many significant milestones. This spring’s wild hatch of twin chicks is the culmination of a decade
of pioneering research, trial and error, and sheer hard work, much of it accomplished long before the
Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership was formed.

Today, we do more than ever in the Whooping crane project, and are better positioned to take
advantage of the opportunities ahead of us than ever in our history. Amplification of education and
outreach activities has increased public awareness of our work with Whooping cranes, and of the
importance of wildlife and habitat conservation in general. We have identified new educational paths
for Operation Migration; paths lined with opportunity and demanding even more commitment in
exchange for success.

We believe that Operation Migration’s prospects for growth, development, and success are
excellent. We believe this because we both know first hand what can happen when you combine dreams
and dedication with innovation and ingenuity — and persistence, persistence, persistence.

Respectfully submitted,
BILL LISHMAN and JOE DUFF

Bill and Joe with geese, 1993

www.operationmigration.org

We acknowledge and thank
those organizations and
individuals who so generously
supported OM this past fiscal
year. It is you who makes

our work to safeguard the
endangered Whooping crane
possible.

GRANTORS

Disney Wildlife Conservation Fund
Hagen Family Foundation

Charlotte & Walter Kohler Trust
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
Summit Fund of Washington

US Fish & Wildlife Service

The Dean Witter Foundation

MAJOR DONORS

($10,000+)

Cinergy Corp

Deke Clark (In Kind)

Lloyd A Fry Foundation

The Orvis Company Inc

Jane Stedman/Sandy Blakeney (In Kind)
Denice Steinmann

Takla Foundation

($5,000-$9,000)
Anonymous

Cell Signaling Technology
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Priscilla Hafner

Paul Maeder

Nechako Investments Ltd.

Frank Pearl

The Schroeder Foundation

Ed & Viola White

Whooping Crane Conservation
Association

The Ward Family Foundation
Yawkey Foundation

($2,000-$4,999)
Adventure Canada

Dale Birkenholz

Kerry & David Brookman
Michael dePencier

Richard Ford

Georgia Omithological Society
Indy Flyers, Inc.

Mary McFadden

The Kenneth M. Molson Foundation
Deb and Don Smith

WRBC, Fox River Grove, IL
(Dave & Suzanne Johnson)

Verizon Foundation / Tim & Deb Tucker
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MAJOR DONORS (corinved) OPERATION MIGRATION

($1,000-51,999) . : . .
Abvens Family Foundation Abbreviated Combined Financial Statements
George Archibald
Attractor Investment
Margaret Atwood *
Wit B BALANCE SHEET as at March 31, 2006
.C. Barnett
Sandra B|0keney GENERAL FUND ASSET FUND 2006 TOTAL
Marge Brumis Assets
Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Current
Kate Chrisfian Cash.ccececeeeeeeeeee e $183,803 — $183,803
Barbara deleon Accounts Receivable.......ccoeeveevunen. 23,270 — 23,270
Elizabeth Evanson Inventory....ccevevenenenenenennennene. 18,450 — 18,450
Patricia & Richard Friday Prepaid Expenses.......c.cccevueuecnunennee 297 — 297
1.8 Henson $225,820 — 225,820
Nancy Heiden . — - I
Journey North Equipment .....cccocevevivinininininicniiienn, — 67,910 67,910
Roma Lenehan $225,820 $67,910 $293,730
Dave Mattingly Liabilities
Barry Morrison Accounts payable......ooeererenenerenenencnenen. $116,391 — $116,391
Ock lodge Foundation Deferred INCOME..cuveevveeereeeeeeeeeeeeenne 4,761 — 4,761
Pumlperniﬁkel Press 121,152 _ 121,152
EO_V}!dSSU ‘an Fund Balances
eifn Syvru Fund balances .........o...ooeeeeevveereerervnrerennns $104,668 $67,910 $172,578
Viive Tamm - - T
Beitssie Wsllsrs $225,820 $67,910 $293,730
Irene Warning
o Whien STATEMENT OF REVENUE & EXPENSE*
The Wildife Society, Wisconsin (for the 12 month period ended March 31, 2006)
Chapfer R
The Wildlife Society, Western Section evenue . .
, , Donations, grants, and membership ........c.coceeeverneernnercnnnnccnenns $583,355
linda Wilford . .
Ivory-billed woodpecker Project........ouecevruerererineeeerenineeeeerineseeneeens 10,929
Note: In the future we hope to have the Merchandise sales and Other — Net....c.iovvivvvieeiiieieeeeeeeeeeee e 48,886
ability to list and recognize all gifts and —_—
donations to OM at www.operationmi- $642,620
gration.org. We trust you will appreciate -
the space restrictions limiting our ability Expenses
to do this here, and know that we are o . . .
sincerely grateful for each and every Administrative supplies and materials ........c.coceeererneenennncrenrieenenes $29,643
contribution. MileMaker sponsors are Foreign exchange 108s (ZaIN) .....evrereeererreeereereereeeeseeeessesseeesseessesseees (6,356)
recognized on our website. Every effort I 4052
lras e mrede o s accuracy, but TISUTQATICE weuueiiieiieiiitiietietineeisetiseesssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnss N
should there be any errors or omissions Interest and bank charges.......c.cccoeeeereeeieereereeeeeeeeeeeeerenenenenes 8,887
please contact us so that we may make Marketine and fundraisin 38311
B ections in the next . g Gttt e ,
Office and general.......c.cceeueueieieieieieierieeiceeeeeeeeeeeeee e 17,505
ProfesSiONal fEES .eeuvivuiieieeereeeeeeeee ettt teeere e st e esaeeeresebessaaessaeesaeens 5,665
Project contract labor, materials/supplies, travel/automotive.............. 275,268
LS 5 SRR 12,064
Telephone and cOMMUNICAtION ....vueuiereeueirieieieenieeeieereeeieere e 10,292
Wages and Denefits........covvevereeerererereneriririererees s 185,497
$581,368
Excess of Revenue over EXpenditures.........oeeeeereeeeueneninieeeenineeieeneneesenenes $61,252
Balance — beginning of Year .........cccceeueveueueieeieeieieieeeieeeeeeeereerenenenenenenes $42,776
BALANCE — end Of Year .......c.ccoueueuiininiiiininteeeineeeeiteeeeseeee e $104,028
*Unaudited
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OPERATION MIGRATION MEMBERS

Membership as of March 31, 2006

Joseph Acosta

Misty Alderman

Russell & Barbara Allison

American Bird
Conservancy

Betty Anderson

Eric & Susan Anderson

Robert Anderson

Fred Applegate

Rejeanne Davis Ashley

Carol & Steve Ayers

Don & Nancy Ball

Roberta & Ken Ballard

Judy Bangert

Abbie Banks

Carla Bannon

William Barclay

Duane Barmore

Mary Barnwell

Fran Beardsley

Judy Beaver

Xander & Julius
Beberman

Karen & Phil Beekman

Elizabeth Beeson

Jean Bennett

Rosalie Bennett

Annita Bergen

Jim Bergens

Julia & Budd Bishop

Janice Bittner

Merel Black

Daniel Blanchfield

Dianne Blane

Bonnie Blaser

Sara Blauman

Betty Ann Bohanek

Ruth Boys

Marilyn Bradley

Charles & Diane
Brandstetter

Mary Lou Brock

J. Broehl

Hope Brogunier

Diane Brown

Charles Brown

Linda Brown

Nancy Bruins

Jim Bruins

Carol Buchta

Bucks County Birders

Kim Bunny

Betty Bush

Carolyn & Gary Buyers

David & Marjorie
Cahlander

Gwyneth Calvetti

Lyle Campbell

Elida Canales

George Carpenter

Lisa Cassell

Jeffrey Catlin

Harvey Chase

Betsy Christ

David Chuljian DDS

Marguerite Cimms

Marcella Ciucki

Mary Clemesha

Dr. Mary Clench

Katharine Cohen

Jean Collins

Tom & Betty Comstock

Robert & Elaine Connell

Pia Cormier

Eugene Crandall

DeWayne Creighton

William Croft

William & Linda Crossley

Nancy Curtis

June Daniels

Katharine Day

Lillian Day

Beth Dean

Gail DeBoer

Wayne & Nancy DeForge

David Deifik

Karen Dell

Rebecca Dellinger

Deanna Deppen

Lois DeYoung

Carol DeYoung

Wesport Area Outdoor
Assoc.

Rita Dowd

Joe Duff

Julie Eggert

Marilyn Elleman

Lynn Elliott

Suzanne Elsea

Dianne Engleke

Charlotte Epstein

Linda & Lou Cambier
Faber

Daniel Fantore

KittieFells

Lawrence & Jeanne Fick

Barbara Filner

Frank Spontelli/First
Impressions Printing

Sharon Fisk

Jane Fitzgerald

Kathleen Flook

Martha Fortney

Henry Frank

Lorraine & Paul
Franzmann

Philip Fraser

Michelle Friessen

Mary Hays/Fritillary
Mgmt Co Inc

Roy Frock

Thomas Fye

Marnie Gaede

Sue Gallagher

Carl Ganser

Charlotte Ganser

Erika Gasperik

Dennis Geiler

Jane Genzel

Lori Jo Gilray

Shirley Giovannoli

Lana Goldsmith

Beth Goodman

James Goodwin

Elsie Graczyk

Susan Graham

Sarah & James
Gramentine

Lorraine Grassano

Judith Greene

Leslie & Lowell
Greenwood

Jim & Mary Griffin

Kay Griffin

Howard Groce

Kevin Groeneweg

Monty Grover

Diane Gulbrandson
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Arlene Gunn

Ann Gurka

Amy Gysan

Priscilla Hafner

Jack & Sandra Haines

Tom Halfen

Gordon E. Hall

Roger Hall

Marilyn Hampton

Mr. & Mrs. James Hanks

Bev & Al Hansen

Cliff Hare

Dave Harper

Mike & Kathy Hartke

Jennifer Hauser

Allen Hawk

Kathleen Hayes

Peter G. Hayes

Deana Heath

Vicki Hedrick

Linda Heineke

VickieHenderson

John Heneghan

Renee Hennessy

Jean Hessey

Lou Hinshaw

Roslyn Hjermstad

Mitchell Walker & Sarah
Hoban

Sheri Hogle

Bill & Terry Holliday

Bill & Marcia Holman

Jim & Diane Holmes

Terry Holt

Steve Holzman

Barbara & David Howard

Margaret Howden

Jessie Howland

Hoy Audubon Society

Kristina M.0. Huber

Susan Hubley

Norma Hughes

Greg & Kathy Huibregtse

Patricia Hurley

Ralph Huston

Jess & Jeff Huxmann

Jean & SteveHuxmann

Joseph Ingala

Jerry Ingles

Patricia Janik

Allen & Phyllis Janis

Genie Jannise

Dave & Suzanne
Johnson/ Wild Bird
Center

Steven & Suzanne
Johnson

Frances & Porter
Johnson

Gerald H. Johnson

Lisa Johnson

Jan Johnson

John G. Johnson

Carolyn Johnson

Karen Johnson

Karen Johnson & James
Toth

Judith Jones

Rick Jones

Mark Jones

Kay Jones

John F. Jones

John Katterjohn

John Kecejian

E.F. Keeble

Robert & Mary Keedy

Brooks M. Kelley

Christine & Tom Kelly

Phillip Kenny

Ann Kent

Isaac Kerns

James King

Steve Kistler

William Klamerus

Lowell & Barbara Klepper

Laurence Klugman

Robert Koehler

Norma Kopitzke

Karen Kozlik

Robert Kunselman

Ruth Ladwig

Mary Lou Lafler

Darlene Lambert

Trudy Land

Nina Langley

Jack Lash

Robert Lawrence

Michelle Lease

Barbara Lebsock

Richard F. Lee

Bettye & Darrell Leidigh

Lawrence ELinn

Christine Linnell

Terrence Little

Mrs. Charles Long

Joyce Long

Alan Lurie

Linda Macy

Jane Maher

Lynn & Sheryl Manley

Barbara Mann

Linda & Thomas
Markovits

Jean Marsh

John & Marian Martin

Chandra Mattingly

Mary Maxted

Judith Mayer

Kay McDonald

Michael McDowell

Isusan McSherry

Suzette Merchant

Mary Mercier

Lynn Merrill

Susan Merritt-Trail

Karen & Ken Metz

William Meyer

Sandy Meyerhoff

Lee & Jan Miller

Betsey Miller

Karin Miner

Heather Molnar

Patrick & Anne Moretti

Kathryn Morrow

Julie Moutes

Paula Muir

William Muller

Cynthia Murphy

Shirley Needham

Peter & Kathy Newman

Peter Nielsen

Phyllis Nofzinger

Val Nolan

Mary O'Brien

Nancy Okamura

Elizabeth 0'Meara

Lynn Osborn

Oshkosh Garden Club

Patricia Otto

Paul Owens

Cathy Page

Ruth C. Palenik

David Palmer

Joanne Parise

Helen Parker

Judith Pasich

John Paton

Beverly Paulan

Harry Paulk

Peter Payan

Alisa Pelz

Marion Penrose

Terry Peraino

Patricia & Robert Perry

Ettice Pickens

Jeanne Plumb

Sandy Pollack

Janet Povlock

Lewis Proudfoot

Edna Rachuk

Janet Raddatz

The Radinsky Family

Thomas Rakos

StephanieRamsey

Richard Rapson

Robert Rau

Susan Rauschl

Jerry M. Ray

Mary M. Reese

Scott & Cary Reich

Shelley Reid

Lola Lee Reid-Allin

Ruth Ringelstetter

Charlie & Pat Robinson

Suzanne Rochford

Diana & Gene Rod

Wilma Ross

Linda Ross

Joyce Rosson

The Rowe-Radinsky
Family

Bob & Nan Rudd

Diana Rudloff

Karen Rusch

Marianna Sadowski

E Jean Sandberg

James Sanden

Mary Sanders

Sandy Spring Friends
School

Linda Satre

Wanda & Eugene Sawyer

Steve Schildwachter

Jennifer & Dan Curry
Schmidt

Marcia Schmidt

Jacki Schmied

Jerome & Bernadette
Schoen

Martha Schroder

Kay Schroeder

Carol Schultz

Janet Schumacher

Jacqueline Seal

Ron Shipka

Susanne Shrader

Ross Shrago

Dale Shriver

Joan Siegwald

Shirley & Glen Siferd

Andrew Sitter

Judy Sloane

Maggie & Craig Smith

Elizabeth Smith

Sara L. Smith

Rhett Smith

Chris Smith

Bonnie & Don Smith

Dean Smoll

Kay & Frank Snively

Solarfilm Company

Mary Sours

Jane Sparkman

Ron & Amy Spiess

William Sprague

Richard Sprindler

Vicky Sroczynski

Norman St. Amour

Joanne St. Charles

Emma Stebbins

Richard Steeves

Sue Steinmann

Lorelei McNown & Steve
Hanson

Evelyn Stevens

Virginia Stohr

Hans Strasser

Betty Strohschein

Michael Suris

Wayne Svoboda

William & Elizabeth
Sweetland

Chuck & Jean
Sweningsen

Christine Tankersley

Brent Taylor

Sandra Tesmer

Chet & Donna Thomas

Gordon Tillman

Nancy Tjossem

Toronto Star

Robert Trail

Susan Treesh

Donna Trenkle

Jane M. Tuchscherer

Carol Turner

John & Sherrilyn Turner

B.G. Vanderpol

Anita Vincent

Adrian Vockeroth

Wayne Wauligman

Royan Webb

Mariana Weinhold

Dan & Linda Wescott

Michael West

Whiteside County Natural
Area Guardians

Norm & Jean Whitford

Georgeanne Wilcox

Thelma Williams

Brooke Williams

Ervin Williams

Ward Wilson

Richard Wilson

Pamela Winegar

Roger Wiste

Marilyn Wolfe-Kirk

John Wyatt

Eve M. Wyatt

Jules & Cora Yakus

Ronald Zager

Ric & Betty Zarwell

Cynthia Ziebell

Frank Zuern
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